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Assessment Methods / Exam papers (including length of each paper) 
Coursework (where applicable) 
 
Assessment objectives:   
1. Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of sources. 
2. Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes. 
3. Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 
(4) Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language.  
 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 
Unit 1: Architecture  
 
Students will investigate artist who explore the theme of 
architecture and cityscapes within their chosen genre of art. 
Students will be encouraged to use a variety of different artistic 
mediums.  
 

Mark making study using biro in the style of Ian Murphy 
Felt pen study in the style of David Hockney 

Chalk and charcoal study in the style of Ewira Pawlikowska 
Watercolour study in the style of David Morris  

Idea for final piece 1 
Idea for final piece 2 
Idea for final piece 3 
Idea for final piece 4 
Idea for final piece 5 

 
Students will conclude this unit by creating a two-dimensional 
final outcome responding to their idea development pages.  
 
AO1 recording observations, experiences and ideas in forms that 
are appropriate to your intentions; (Drawing, photos etc.)  
AO2 analysing and evaluating images, objects and artifacts, 
showing understanding of context; (Secondary sources like 
magazine pictures and how you use them to inspire your work)  
AO3 developing and exploring ideas, using media, processes and 
resources, reviewing modifying and refining your work as it 
progresses (development and media)  
AO4 presenting a personal response, realising your intentions and 
making informed connections with the work of others; (how final 
piece relates to work, connections and understanding of Art 
History and final piece)  

 

Sculpture: People and Faces 
 
Students will investigate the theme of the human figure through the exploration 
of portraiture. They will explore line, tone, colour, shape and proportion before 
developing individual pieces based on their own identity & based on the artists 
they have studied.  

  
Exploring ideas, feelings and issues, making a personal response, developing self-
esteem, valuing different ideas and respect of others opinions, developing an 
understanding of how artworks reflect social, political and cultural values.  

  
Tonal drawing of a skull or ribs in the style of M.C Escher  

Felt Pen portrait in the style of Dean Russo  
Acrylic painting in the style of Francoise Neilly 

Oil pastel portrait in the style of Anette Tjaerby Manege 
Colour pencil portrait in the style of Nikos Gyftakis 

Research the Fourth Plinth in London 
Research Antony Gormley 
Research Katerina Fritsh 

Research Elmgreen and Dragset 
 Research Hans Haacke 
Research Bill Woodrow  

 
Students will conclude this project by creating a sculpture inspired by the work 
they have looked at across the unit.  
 
AO1 recording observations, experiences and ideas in forms that are appropriate 
to your intentions; (Drawing, photos etc.)  
AO2 analysing and evaluating images, objects and artifacts, showing 
understanding of context; (Secondary sources like magazine pictures and how you 
use them to inspire your work)  
AO3 developing and exploring ideas, using media, processes and resources, 
reviewing modifying and refining your work as it progresses (development and 
media)  
AO4 presenting a personal response, realising your intentions and making 
informed connections with the work of others; (how final piece relates to work, 
connections and understanding of Art History and final piece)  
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Mock Exam 
 
‘Reflection’ 
 
The previous Externally Set Exam (ESA) is used as a basis for 
study. The broad theme will allow students to develop their own 
direction and theme. Students are encouraged to look into 
popular culture, politics, historic settings and subcultures to find 
inspiration. 
 
The mock exam period culminates in a 10 hour exam in which 

students focus on ‘A04 Present a personal and meaningful 

response that realises intentions and demonstrates 

understanding of visual language.’  

 

All four assessment objectives will be covered in this unit.  

Generating and developing ideas informed by primary and 
contextual sources  
Refining their ideas through experimenting with media, and 
developing and applying skills  
Researching, recording, analysing and reviewing their own and 
others' work  
Selecting, creating, realising and presenting personally 
developed outcome(s).  
 

 

 
 
 
 

Exam  
 
The Externally Set Assignment (ESA) represents the culmination of the GCSE course. The assignment consists of one externally 
set, broad based thematic starting point, developed through a series of suggested starting points. 
The ESA can be presented to students as soon as it is received in January in the year of the examination. Centres are free to 
devise their own preparatory period of study including approximately 10 hours of controlled assessment, followed by the 10 
hour sustained focus.  
  
To summarise:  

Centers will receive the set paper in January of the academic year  
The ESA can be presented to students as soon as it is available in the year of the examination. Students should produce 
personal responses to the assignment within the set time.  
All four Assessment Objectives must be covered through the ESA, supporting studies and the final 10 hour timed task. 
This unit will involve students in:  
Generating and developing ideas informed by primary and contextual sources  
Refining their ideas through experimenting with media, and developing and applying skills  
Researching, recording, analysing and reviewing their own and others' work  
Selecting, creating, realising and presenting personally developed outcome(s).  
This unit is designed to introduce students to the GCSE Art & Design Examination. It will introduce students to the 
Assessment Objectives and develop students understanding of how to achieve a particular grade. Students will be 
introduced to a wide variety of materials, media, process and techniques based around the theme.  
This unit is designed to give students more freedom over their own independent learning goal setting and inspirations.  
Supporting studies should show the students progress through their work and will be evidenced through the use of some 
or all of the following: sketchbooks, notebooks, worksheets, design sheets, different scale rough studies, samples, 
swatches, test pieces, maquettes, digital material and any other means that demonstrate the student thinking through 
the development of their ideas.  

  
 


