
 

 

5th January 2022 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

I hope you are all well and managed to have a good festive break. It has been lovely to see Years 8, 9, 
10 and 11 back in school today and I am looking forward to welcoming all the Year 7 pupils in tomorrow.  

As you have no doubt seen in the press, there have been some updates to the DfE (Department for 
Education) regulations to minimise COVID infections in school. Despite some conflicting government 
messages, and frequent changes (!), I hope the content of this letter provides some clarity. 

Face Coverings in Classrooms 

Aswell as corridors and communal areas, pupils are required to wear face coverings (unless medically 
exempt) in classrooms. 

Testing 

Please continue to carry out regular LFD tests with your children. If you are finding it difficult to get hold 
of these we have some in school and they can be collected from our main office. 

Need for 10 days COVID Isolation. 

The DfE has advised that pupils and staff who need to isolate as a result of COVID should isolate for the 
full 10 days. If your child tests positive, their self-isolation period includes the day their symptoms started 
(or the day they had the test, if they do not have symptoms) and the next 10 full days. 

We appreciate that this is different to the recently publicised 7-day isolation for the general public. 

This is because the guidance,  How long to self-isolate - Coronavirus (COVID-19) - NHS, states that 
when self-isolation is stopped early after 7 days, contact needs to be limited with people at higher risk of 
serious illness from COVID-19.  Pupils who are considered to be particularly vulnerable, clinically 
extremely vulnerable (CEV), and high or higher-risk and therefore at risk of serious illness are now 
required to be in school.  As I am sure you understand, pupils returning after 7 days, when they are still 
potentially infectious, put these vulnerable pupils at an unacceptable risk. 

Like yourselves, we want all of our pupils where they need to be, back in school and appreciate that this 
may not be the message they want to hear. Throughout the pandemic, we have followed and responded 
to the guidance of the DfE and the NHS in the best interest of the pupils, staff and wider society, even 
when, as on this occasion there is ambiguity between the advice we are receiving and the media 
messages. 

We will of course update our procedures if and when the guidance changes. 

Kind regards, 

 

Mr Jones 
Headteacher 

 
 

 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/how-long-to-self-isolate/
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