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Assessment Methods / Exam papers (including length of each paper) 
Paper One – The sociology of the family, of education and relevant social theory and methodology.  1 hour 45 minutes  
Paper Two- The sociology of crime and deviance, social stratification  
Assessment objectives:   
1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the sociological theories, concepts evidence and methods  
2. Apply knowledge and understanding of sociological theories, concepts, evidence and methods.  
3. Analyse and evaluate sociological theories, concepts, evidence and methods in to construct arguments, make judgements and draw conclusions.   

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3



Year 10 

The Sociological approach  

1. What is sociology? 
2. Social Structures  
3. Emile Durkheim  
4. Karl Marx  
5. Max Weber  
6. FuncConalism  
7. Marxism  
8. InternaConalism  
9. Feminism  
10. The New Right   
11. Social processes  
12.  Social Issues  
13. Conflict and consensus  
14. Culture and Nature  
15. Sex and Gender Race and ethnicity  
16.  Fact and Values  
17. Exam pracCce (half term) 

Sociology Research methods  
1. Research design  
2. Pilot Studies  
3. PracCcal Problems  
4. Ethical Problems  
5. Primary sources  
6. Secondary Sources  
7. Surveys Sampling  
8. QuesConnaires  
9. Interviews  
10. ObservaCon  
11. StaCsCcs –advantages  
12. StaCsCcs – disadvantages  
13. Cases Studies Longitudinal Studies  
14.  Ethnography  
15. Experiments  
16. Research project – survey including pilot study 
17.  Exam pracCce  

The Sociology of Families  

1. What is a family?  
2. What different types of families are there in the UK?  
3. What alternaCves to families exist in the UK today?  
4. How might an individual’s family and household 

seangs change over the course of their life?  
5. What are the links between families, households, 

ethnicity and social class?  
6. What types of family diversity are there?  
7. How do families differ within a global context? 
8. How does the funcConalist perspecCve view families? 
9. How does Parsons view the funcCon of the nuclear 

family?  
10. How does the Marxist perspecCve view the role of 

the families?  
11. How do Feminists view the family?  
12. What were conjugal roles and relaConships like in the 

past?  
13. What is the symmetrical family?  
14. Is the symmetrical family a reality or a myth?  
15. How is power distrusted between partners in 

relaConships?  
16. What are convenConal families?  
17. How have relaConships between parents and their 

children changed?  
18. How have people’s relaConships with their wider 

family changed?  
19. What changes are taking place in family structures?  
20. What are the trends in lone parent families?  
21. What changes are taking place in ferClity?  
22. How do marriages differ in a global context?  
23. What are the changing pacerns of marriage  
24. What are the changing pacerns of divorce? 
25. What are the consequences of divorce?  
26. What contemporary social issues relate to families?  
27. How do we research families?  

The Sociology of Educa8on 

1. What are the economic and selecCve roles of 
educaCon?  

2. What are the socialisaCon social control and 
poliCcal roles of educaCon?  

3. What is learned through formal and informal 
educaCon? 

4. How does the funcConalist perspecCve view the 
role of the educaCon system? 

5. How does Parsons view the role of the educaCon 
system?  

6. What is the Marxist view on the role of educaCon 
for a capitalist society?  

7. What have been the key historical changes in 
Britain’s educaCon system?  

8. How is the educaCon system organised in 
contemporary Britain?  

9. Should educaCon be provided by the state or the 
independent sector?  

10. What are vocaConal educaCon and alternaCve 
forms of provision?  

11. What key changes were introduced in the 1998 
EducaCon Act?  

12. How else has markeCsaCon influenced educaCon?  
13. How did Ne Labour develop educaConal policy 

ager 1997?  
14. What are Academies, free schools and selecCon 

by ability?  
15. How can social class affect achievement?  
16. How can material factors affect achievement?  
17. How can parental aatudes affect achievement?  
18. How might school affect achievement?  
19. What is the influence of streaming and 

subcultures on achievement? 
20. How does Willis view the counter-school culture?  
21. Why has achievement for females improved?  
22. How can we explain subject choice?  
23. Why are girls doing becer than boys?  
24. What are the pacerns of educaConal acainment 

for ethnicity and achievement?  
25. Are social class and cultural factors influenCal?  
26. What is the role of the school in ethnicity and 

achievement?  
27. What methods are used to research educaCon? 



Year 11

Crime and deviance  
1. What is meant by Crime and Deviance?  
2. When is an act seen as deviant?  
3. What social order and social control?  
4. What is the difference between formal and informal 

social control?  
5. What is the difference between formal and informal 

rules?  
6. How does FuncConalism explain crime and deviance?  
7. How does Merton explain Crime and deviance?  
8. How does Marxism explain crime and deviance? 
9. How does Feminism explain crime and deviance?  
10.  How does interacConism explain Crime and Deviance?  
11. What are the main sources of staCsCcal data on crime?  
12. How useful are staCsCcs on crime recorded by the 

police?  
13. What other problems are there with police recorded 

crime staCsCcs?  
14. What is the relaConship between social class and 

crime?  
15.  What is the relaConship between gender and crime?  
16. How do sociologists explain women’s increasing 

involvement in crime?  
17. Is there a link between gender, crime and poverty?  
18. What is the relaConship between ethnicity and crime  
19. How do sociologists explain the pacerns in the 

staCsCcs on ethnicity and crime?  
20. What is the relaConship between age and crime?  
21. How do Sociologists explain the links between age and 

crime and deviance?  
22. What is the role of mass media in the process of 

deviancy amplificaCon?  
23. What sort of crime related issues cause public 

debates?  
24. What other crime related issues cause public concern?  
25. What methods are used to research crime?  

Social Stra8fica8on  
(ideally start before Christmas)  

1. What is social straCficaCon?  
2. What other forms of social straCficaCon are there?  
3. How does the funcConalist approach view 

straCficaCon?  
4. How does the Marxist approach explain social class?  
5. How does Weber view social class?  
6. How is social class measured?  
7. What are life chances?  
8. How have sociologists studied social class?  
9. What is social mobility?  
10. Does social class sCll macer?  
11. What is gender?  
12. What inequaliCes are based on gender?  
13. What is ethnicity?  
14. What inequaliCes are based on ethnicity?  
15. What is age? 
16. How is youth linked to inequality?  
17. How is older age linked to inequality?  
18. What other factors affect life chances?  
19. How are wealth and income distributed in the UK?  
20. What is poverty?  
21. How do sociologist measure poverty?  
22. What social groups are more likely to experience 

poverty?  
23. How do sociologists explain poverty?  
24. How do different sociological perspecCves view 

poverty?  
25. What other explanaCons of poverty are there?  
26. What is the welfare state?  
27. What is power?  
28. How do feminist perspecCves view power 

relaConships?  
29. How is power exercised in the poliCcal process?  
30. What methods are used to research social 

straCficaCon?

Revision  
1. Sociology- the theories  
2. Key ideas and words  
3. Research methods  
4.  Exam PracCce  
5. Key concepts for family  
6. Key concepts for EducaCon  
7. Exam pracCce  
8. Key concepts for Crime and Deviance 
9. Key concepts for Social StraCficaCon  
10. Exam PracCce  

Homework – variety of tasks, booklet on research 
methods, own research project, revision acCviCes, exam 
quesCons, fact files,  


