
 Term 1 
 

Term 2 Term 3 

Topic: What is Britain 
like? 

Topic: Why does it rain in 
the rainforest? 

Topic: How destructive is 
our planet? 

Topic: What makes a 
successful sustainable 

town? 

Topic: Why do we go on 
holiday? 

Topic: How is population 
changing? 

Baseline test 
 
How can we work out 
direction? 
 
Why do we use map 
symbols? 
 
What are grid references 
used for? 
 
How do we use latitude 
and longitude? 
 
How do we calculate 
height on a map? 
 
Assessment 
 
What is scale and how can 
it be used? 
 
What makes up the 
British Isles and the 
United Kingdom? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where are the tropics 
located? 
 
Why does it rain so much 
in the rainforest? 
 
What are climate graphs 
and how is the climate of 
the rainforest different to 
London? 
 
What is the structure of 
the rainforest? 
 
Zoolab visit 
 
Which animals can be 
found in the rainforest? 
 
Assessment 
 
How do we use the 
rainforest? 
 
Are the rainforests being 
used sustainably? 
 
 
What is the future of our 
rainforests? 
 
 

What is the Earth like? 
The structure of the 
Earth: Core, mantle and 
crust 
 
How has the Earth 
changed? 
 
What are plate 
boundaries? 
 
What are volcanoes really 
like? 
 
Assessment 
 
What were the causes, 
effects and responses to a 
volcanic eruption? 
 
Why do people choose to 
live in volcanically active 
areas? 
 
 
 

How are we damaging the 
Earth? What is 
sustainability? 
 
How can we be more 
sustainable with energy? 
 
What happens to our 
rubbish? 
 
What makes a good 
sustainable town? 
 
Assessment 
 
Designing and creating 
our own sustainable town 
 
 
What is a carbon footprint 
and how can we manage 
it? 
 
 

What is tourism and how 
has tourism changed? 
 
What are Britain’s holiday 
habits? 
 
How has Blackpool 
changed? 
 
 
Why go on holiday in the 
UK? 
 
Where can you go in 
Europe? 
 
Tourism in the Alps 
 
How could tourism 
change Chamonix? 
 
Assessment 
 
Mass tourism in Benidorm 
 
 

How has population 
changed? 
 
What has happened to 
the global population? 
 
Do we all live in the same 
place? 
 
At is a population 
pyramid? 
 
Is population growth 
occurring in all countries? 
 
Should I stay or should I 
go? 
 
Assessment 
 
Why do some people 
migrate? 
 
How are we impacting the 
planet? 
 



Term 1 Term 2 
 

Term 3 

Topic: Cold environments Topic: Going Global Topic: How does weather 
impact people? 

Topic: How do rivers 
change? 

Topic: Impossible places Topic: How are 
settlements changing? 

What are glaciers? 
 
How are glaciers formed? 
 
What is Antarctica like? 
 
The physical geography of 
Antarctica 
 
Planning an expedition to 
Antarctica 
 
Why are animals in 
Antarctica under threat? 
 
Assessment 
 
Why go to Antarctica? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is global warming? 
 
How will global warming 
affect the UK and the rest 
of the world?? 
 
What is globalisation? 
 
How have companies 
spread around the world? 
 
What is the effect of 
globalisation on LEDCs? 
 
Assessment 
 
How can globalisation 
affect the UK? 
 
How far has my food 
travelled? 
 

What is the difference 
between weather and 
climate and what can 
influence climate? 
 
Why does it rain? 
 
What are high and low 
pressure weather 
systems? 
 
What are hurricanes and 
how are they formed? 
 
Assessment 
 
What were the effects 
and responses to 
hurricane Katrina? 
 
 
What are tornadoes and 
their effects? 
 

What is the hydrological 
cycle? 
 
What is a drainage basin? 
 
How does water get to a 
river? 
 
How does a river erode 
and transport material? 
 
What is the long profile of 
a river? 
 
Assessment 
 
How are waterfalls 
created? 
 
Which processes are 
involved in the formation 
of meanders? 
 

Is Las Vegas a ‘real’ place? 
 
The Skywalk- a step too 
far? 
 
Thirsty city- where does 
Vegas get its water from? 
 
Building the impossible 
city- Why build Dubai? 
 
A sustainable future for 
Dubai? 
 
No admittance- Forbidden 
places 
 
Assessment 

Changing settlements and 
hierarchy 
 
What is site, settlement 
and function? 
 
Settlement models 
 
What’s the difference 
between brownfield and 
greenfield sites 
 
How has Canary Wharf 
changed? 
 
 
 
Assessment: DME on 
where to build houses in 
the future 
 
Settlement game 
 
 



 

Term 1 
 

Term 2 Term 3 

Topic:  What are the 
challenges of urban 

areas? 

Topic: How is the coast 
changing? 

Topic: Extreme 
environments 

Topic: Africa and 
development 

Topic: Start of GCSE 
The challenge of natural hazards 

 
What is an urban area and 
where do the majority of 
people live? 
 
What is urbanisation? 
 
How is urbanisation 
different in an LIC? 
 
Life in favelas 
 
Should we stay or should 
we go? 
 
Assessment 
 
What are the problems of 
urbanisation in HICs? 
 
 
 
 

 
What will we be looking 
at this year? 
 
Where are the UK coastal 
areas? 
 
What is the coastline and 
what can influence it? 
 
Which processes happen 
along the coast? 
 
How can longshore drift 
affect the coast? 
 
Assessment 
 
How are wave cut 
platforms created? 
 
What is a headland and 
bay? 
 
How can we protect the 
coastline? 
 
 
 
 
 
How can we solve 
problems in urban areas? 
 
 
 

 
What is the climate like in 
Arctic and Arid areas? 
 
How have flora and fauna 
adapted to Arctic and Arid 
areas? 
 
How have people adapted 
to extreme 
environments? 
Assessment 
 
Examine the culture and 
uniqueness of people 
living in extreme 
environments and the 
value of this culture to 
others.  
 
What are the threats to 
people and natural 
systems? 
 
What are the impacts of 
climate change on these 
areas? 
 
How can we protect 
extreme environments? 
 

 
Africa continent of 
contrasts 
 
Where are all the 
countries? 
 
What is development? 
 
Are all countries the 
same? 
 
Why is there a global 
development gap? 
 
Assessment 
 
Can all countries develop? 
 
How can levels of 
development vary within 
a country? 
 
How can we reduce the 
development gap? 
 
 
 

 
What are natural hazards? 
 
Where do natural hazards occur? 
 
What is the Earth like? 
 
How can plate boundaries create tectonic events? 
 
 
Assessment  
 
What are the differences between volcanoes? 
 
What are the primary and secondary effects of a 
tectonic event? 
 
What are the immediate and long term responses to a 
tectonic event? 
 
Why do people live in tectonically active areas? 
 
How can we monitor, predict and prepare for tectonic 
events? 
 
What are the issues with volcanic eruptions? 
 
What are the causes, effects and responses to Mount 
Merapi? 
 
 
 
 
 


