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Assessment Methods / Exam papers (including length of each paper): 3 exams at the end of Yr 11. Exams 1 and 2 (physical and human geography) 1 hour 30 minutes. Exam 3 
based on application of knowledge, decision making and fieldwork, 1 hour 15 minutes.   
 
Coursework: One physical and one human fieldwork 
 
Assessment objectives:   
1. Demonstrate knowledge of locations, places, processes, environments and different scales 
2.Demonstrate geographical understanding of: concepts and how they are used in relation to places, environments and processes,; the interrelationships between places, 
environments and processes 
3. Apply knowledge and understanding to interpret, analyse and evaluate geographical information and issues to make judgements 
4. Select, adapt and use a variety of skills and techniques to investigate questions and issues and communicate findings. 
 
Summary of key skills: 
- Develop and extend knowledge of key places, environments and processes at different scales including global, social, political and cultural contexts 
- gain understanding of the interactions between people and environments, change in places and processes over space and time, the inter-relationship between geographical 
phenomena at different scales and in different context (think like a geographer) 
- develop and extend their competence in a range of skills including those used in fieldwork, maps, GIS and in researching secondary evidence including digital sources. Develop 
their competence in applying sound enquiry and investigative approaches to questions and hypotheses 
- apply geographical knowledge, understanding, skills and approaches appropriately and creatively to real world context, including fieldwork and to contemporary situations and 
issues; and develop well-evidences arguments drawing on their geographical knowledge and understanding (applying geography) 
 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 



Theme 1: Living with the physical environment 
 
Continued on from Year 9  
 
Section A: The challenge of natural hazards 
 
3.113:  Weather hazards: 
Key idea: Global atmospheric circulation helps to 
determine patterns of weather and climate 
Tropical storms (hurricanes, cyclones, typhoons) 
develop as a result of particular physical conditions 
Tropical storms have significant effects on people and 
the environment 
The UK is affected by a number of weather hazards 
Extreme weather events in the UK have impacts on 
human activity 
 
3.114:  Climate change 
Key idea: Climate change is the result of natural and 
human factors, and has a range of effects 
Managing climate change involves both mitigation 
(reducing causes) and adaptation (responding to 
change) 
 
Section B: The living world 
3.1.2.1 Ecosystems: 
Key idea: Ecosystems exist at a range of scales and 
involve the interaction between biotic and abiotic 
components.  
Examples of a small scale UK ecosystem and distribution 
and characteristics of large scale natural global 
ecosystems 
 
 

 
3.122: Tropical rainforests: 
Key idea: Physical characteristics, interdependence of 
climate, soil, water, plants and animals. How plants 
and animals have adapted and issues relating to 
biodiversity. 
Case study of deforestation and value of the 
rainforests to people and the environment 
Value of tropical rainforests 
Strategies to manage the rainforest sustainably 
 
3.123: Hot deserts: 
Key idea: Hot desert ecosystems have a range of 
distinctive characteristics. 
Development of hot desert environments create 
opportunities and challenges 
Areas on the fringe of hot deserts are at risk of 
desertification 
 
 
Section C: Physical landscapes in the UK 
 
3.131: UK physical landscapes: 
Key idea: The UK has a range of diverse landscapes. 
Including the location of major upland/lowland areas 
and river systems 
 

 
3.132: Coastal landscapes in the UK: 
Key idea: The coast is shaped by a number of 
physical processes 
Distinctive coastal landforms are the result of rock 
type, structure and physical processes 
Different management strategies can be used to 
protect coastlines from the effects of physical 
processes 
 
3.133: River landscapes in the UK: 
Key idea: The shape of river valleys changes as 
rivers flow downstream 
Distinctive fluvial landforms result from different 
physical processes 
Different management strategies can be used to 
protect river landscapes from the effects of flooding 
 
Fieldwork in Frinton-on-Sea 
 



 

 

 

 
Continuation of River landscapes in the UK 
3.133: River landscapes in the UK: Different 
management strategies can be used to protect river 
landscapes from the effects of flooding 
 
Theme 2: Challenges of the human environment 
 
Section A: Urban issues and challenges 
 
3.21: Urban issues and challenges: 
Key idea: A growing percentage of the world population 
lives in urban areas 
Urban growth creates opportunities and challenges for 
cities in LICs and NEEs 
Urban change in cities in the UK leads to a variety of 
social, economic and environmental opportunities and 
challenges 
Urban sustainability requires management of resources 
and transport 
 
Fieldwork in Stratford 
 
Section B: The changing economic world 
 
3.22: The changing economic world 
Key idea: There are global variations in economic 
development and quality of life 
Various strategies exist for reducing the global 
development gap 
Some LICs and NEEs are experiencing rapid economic 
development which leads to significant asocial, 
environmental and cultural change 
Major changes in the economy of the UK have affected, 
and will continue to affect employment patterns and 
regional growth 
 
 
 
 

Section C: The challenge of resource management 
 
3.23: The challenge of resource management 
Key idea: Food water and energy are fundamental to 
human development 
The changing demand and provision of resources in the 
UK create opportunities and challenges 
 
3.233: Water 
Key idea: Demand for water resources is rising globally 
but supply can be insecure, which may lead to conflict 
Different strategies can be used to increase water 
supply 
 
Geographical Applications - Pre-release material 
Critical problem solving and demonstration of 
geographical skills and applied knowledge through 
secondary sources 
 

Issue Evaluation- Pre-release material and revision 
Critical problem solving and demonstration of 
geographical skills and applied knowledge through 
secondary sources 
 
Revision 
 


