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What is History? 
 
Students, through a variety of 
lessons, will be able to make a 
judgment/summary of this 
enquiry question using what 
they have learnt. 
 
We will be looking at the 6 key 
skills in history to establish 
what the students currently 
understand of history.  
 
The key skills are: 

• Content and 
knowledge 

• Causation 

• Change and continuity 
over time 

• Use of interpretations 

• Evidence and sources 

• Written ability 
including key historical 
words 

 
Students will use mysteries 
and key figures in history to 
explore these key skills.  
 
 
 
 
 

What did the Romans 
ever do for us? 
 
The Romans expanded 
throughout Europe and 
changed the way people lived, 
we will explore who the 
Romans were and what 
impact they had on the people 
of their Empire.  
 
Who were the Romans? 

• The Roman Army 

• What was the system 
of government 

• How did Romans Live 
 
Impact on Britain 

• What did the Romans 
bring to Britain? 

• Hadrian’s wall 

• How did the Romans 
leave 

 
Students will make 
comparisons to Roman life to 
their own, to consider what 
made the Romans so powerful 
along with the thought about 
what the Romans have done 
for Britain.  
 
 
 

Who were the Anglo-
Saxons? 
 
As the Romans left England 
we will see how life changed 
when the Anglo-Saxons 
moved in.  
 
In the topic we will cover: 

• Key aspects of Anglo-
Saxon life 

• Crime and punishment 
during the Anglo-Saxon 
period 

• The instability if Anglo-
Saxon life – explored 
through rebellions and 
revolts 

• The succession crisis to 
the throne in 1066 

• Key battles including 
the battle of Stamford 
Bridge and the battle 
of Hastings 

 
Students will explore, through 
a range of engaging activities, 
the change of continuity of 
this fascinating and significant 
period of time. 
 
 

How accurate are 
history’s interpretations 
of William I? 
 
As the thrilling defeat of 
Harold Godwinson during the 
battle of Hastings the students 
are encouraged to scrutinise 
the interpretations of William I 
and his reign.  
 
The Norman Conquest has a 
huge impact of Britain and the 
students will study: 

• William’s leadership 

• Rebellions and revolts  

• William’s ability to 
control England 

• Modern day and 
Norman 
interpretations of 
William I 

• Crime and punishment  

• Williams death and 
success crisis 

 
Students are encouraged to 
consider the reliability of 
certain interpretations and to 
question the accuracy of the 
depiction of William I through 
history. 
 
 

What makes a good 
historical mystery? 
 
William Rufus – Killed by an 
Act of God or by 
assassination? 

• Evidence to weigh up 
what might have 
happened to William 

• Report writing to 
explain their final 
outcome 

• Group work to 
question each other’s 
theories 

King John – The worst King of 
England? 

• Look at modern day 
and primary evidence 
of his reign 

• Students question 
reliability of sources 

• Produce an argument 
based on their 
evidence 

What happened to the 
Princes in the Tower? 

• Who were the Princes 
in the tower 

• Evidence for and 
against murder 

• A look at the suspects 
and their motives 

 
 

 
 
 
 

How great was the Tudor 
dynasty for Britain? 
 
As the War of the Roses 
rages on it ends with the 
epic Battle of Bosworth 
that introduces us to the 
Tudor dynasty. 
 
This topic aims to get 
students to consider the 
significance of the Tudors 
and the changes they 
made. We will be 
studying: 
 

• War of the Roses – 
it’s start and end 

• Battle of Bosworth 
– tactics and 
leadership 

• Henry VII’s 
leadership 

• Introduction to his 
son Henry VIII 

• Henry VIII’s 
leadership 

• The dissolution of 
the monasteries 

• The influence of 
Henry VIII’s six 
wives 
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Topic: Industrial Revolution social 
impact 

How great was the Tudor 
dynasty for Britain? 
 
We revisit the Tudors and 
begin to look at the 
changes that were made 
by Henry VIII’s children. 
 
We look at each of 
Henry’s children and how 
their decisions went on to 
shape British history as 
well as Tudor life. We 
study: 
 

• Edward VI short 
reign as King 

• Mary I and whether 
she deserves her 
Bloody Mary title 

• Elizabeth I and her 
reign as the ‘Virgin 
Queen’ 

• The Spanish 
Armada and the 
impact on Britain 

• Great Explorers 

• Crime and 
punishment 
especially religious 
punishment 

• The Tudor roller 
coaster 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did the Stewarts make a 
big impact on England? 
 
Elizabeth I leaves no 
husband or children 
behind so she gives the 
throne of England to 
James I. This ultimately 
leads to a Civil War in 
England. 
 
We begin by exploring the 
Gunpowder Plot: 

• Who were the 
plotters? 

• Study of evidence 
to explore the plot 

• Crime and 
punishment of the 
plotters 

• Guilty or not guilty? 
Report written of 
their findings 

 
We look at life during the 
Stuart era and look 
changes that have been 
made. There is a focus on 
religious change leading 
on from the Tudor period. 
We spend time studying 
the English Civil War and 
the brief period England 
became a Republic 
 
 
 
 

How did slavery change the 
world? 
 
The explorers of Europe found 
people in parts of the world 
that they believed they were 
better than. Through years of 
development a trade in 
people began with the next 
stage of global Capitalism 
driving it forward. This 
eventually led to the abolition 
of slavery and the changes in 
Civil Rights for many.  
 
The enquiry begins to review 
the people of Africa to find 
out about the Empires that 
had developed.  
From this we then go through 
the history of the Slave Trade: 

• Capture 

• Middle Passage 

• Auction 

• Life as a slave 

• Causes of abolition 

• Experiences after 
slavery and the Civil 
Rights movements in 
Britain and the USA. 

 
Skill Development: 
Significance – The 5 Rs will be 
explored to assess how 
significant slavery can be.  
 
 
 

Why did the British 
become Empire builders? 
 
Britain was famous for her 
Empire during the 1800’s 
and 1900’s. The students 
are encouraged to study 
Britain in the wider world 
and look at the countries 
that came under our 
control when we had our 
Empire. 
 
We will study: 

• Reasons for our 
Empire building 

• India before and 
after the Empire 

• Ghandhi – his life 
and what he 
achieved in India 

• Australia and the 
relationship 
between the 
Empire and 
aboriginals 

• Scramble for Africa 
– how the 
Europeans changed 
the way of life in 
Africa during the 
19th Century 

 
 
 
  

Was the Industrial 
Revolution great for 
everyone? 
 
Britain enters its 
industrial period and this 
has a huge impact on 
Britain and its 
relationship with the 
wider World. Students 
will spend time looking at 
the change and continuity 
of this era and use this to 
decide whether everyone 
benefitted from the 
Revolution. We will study: 
 

• What is a 
revolution? 

• An overview of 
changes between 
1750 and 1900 

• Working life 

• Social conditions 
and the changes 

• Change to 
transport 

• Children and labour 
in the newly 
created factories 

• The role of women 
and their place in 
the Revolution 

 
 
 

What impact did the 
Industrial Revolution have on 
living conditions in the 19th 
Century? 
 
Students have spent time 
looking at the move from an 
agricultural revolution to an 
industrial revolution. Their 
focus will be on what living 
conditions would have been 
like.  
 
We will study: 

• Dirt and disease 

• Living conditions 
including housing in 
the cities 

• CASE STUDY – Living 
conditions of the 
White chapel area 

• Crime and punishment 
of the 19th Cnetury – 
how this was impacted 
byu the Industrial 
Revolution 

• Transport revolution 
and the impact this 
would have on the 
area 

 
Our focus for this topic is on 
change and continuity 
throughout the period 
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Topic: Jack the Ripper Topic: WW1 Topic: Nazi Germany 
GCSE 

Topic: Nazi Germany 
GCSE 

Topic: Nazi Germany 
GCSE 

Topic: Nazi Germany 
GCSE 

Why wasn’t Jack the 
Ripper caught? 
 
Jack the Ripper is the most 
infamous unsolved crime of 
the 19th Century. During our 
topic we ask students to 
evaluate the reasons for the 
Jack the Ripper not being 
caught. 
 
We look at a lot of social 
history during this topic to 
include: 

• What it was like to live 
in the East End of 
London 

• The victims of Jack the 
Ripper – similarities 
and differences 
between their 
circumstances 

• Collected evidence on 
Jack the Ripper 
including the ‘Dear 
Boss’ letter 

• Policing in Victorian 
London – tactics 

• Policing in Victorian 
London – failings 

• Changes between 
Victoria policing and 
present day policing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why did the Germans 
lose the First World War? 
 
The First World War saw the 
first mass war of the Industrial 
Age. This saw millions of men 
go to battle and fight in a war 
lasting over 4 years.  
 
Through this enquiry, students 
will learn about the 
experiences different people 
had through the war along 
with looking at how the war 
was fought through different 
battles and decisions.  
 
The enquiry will cover: 

• The development of 
trench warfare 

• The experiences of 
soldiers in the trenches 

• Weapons of the War 

• How was it a global 
war? 

• The development of 
the war – COs and 
Conscription 

• Key battles of the war 

• Women in war  

• The Ludendorff 
Offensive 

• The end of the war. 
 
Students will learn about this 
engaging topic through a 
series of different activities 
including sources to discover 
about the topic 
 
 

 

Year 9 students will start 
their GCSE 

 
Although not all students 
will have made their GCSE 
choices at this point the 
history department feel it 
is important that students 
look at life in another 
country in the aftermath 
of World War 1. For those 
choosing GCSE history 
they will be examined at 
the end of year 11. 
 
• An introduction to 
life in Germany directly 
after World War 1 
• Explore the 
different feelings of each 
country towards Germany 
in the aftermath of WW1 
• The setting up of 
the Weimar Republic and 
it’s policies’ 
• The weaknesses of 
the Weimar Republic 
 
We spend time here 
looking at a variety of 
sources and 
interpretations about 
Germany to help students 
to see different points of 
view 
 
 
 

Continued GCSE 
 
During this term we recap 
on what was learnt last 
half term and move on 
with: 
 

• Strengths of the 
Weimar Republic 

• Gustav Stresemann 
and his 5 plans 

• Introduction to 
Hitler’s early life 

• How Hitler became 
leader of the Nazi 
party 

 
During this half term we 
look at Hitler and explore 
opinions and 
interpretations of him 
through history. Many 
students have an idea of 
Hitler and we look at what 
they already know and 
build on this information. 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued GCSE 

During this term we recap on 

what was learnt last half term 

and move on with: 

• The Munich Putsch – 

Hitler’s attempt to 

overthrow the 

government  

• The Nazi ‘lean years’ 

and how Hitler 

continues to build the 

popularity of the Nazi 

party 

• Wall Street Crash – the 

effects of the 

American depression 

and specifically its 

effect on Germany 

• The reasons for Hitler 

becoming Chancellor 

and predicting what 

this will mean for 

Germany 

As Hitler begins to take 

control of Germany we 

explore his ideas and tactics 

more. We question Hitler’s 

ultimate control over 

Germany and how this was 

possible between the 1920-

30’s. 

 
 

Continued GCSE 

During this term we recap on 

what was learnt last half term 

and move on with: 

• Consolidating his 

power – looking at 

how the Reichstag Fire, 

Enabling Act and Night 

of the Long Knives all 

helped Hitler to retain 

power and improve his 

popularity 

• The Nazi police state 

and Hitler’s control 

over Germany 

• Use of religion to 

control Germany 

Revision of the topic is carried 

out towards the end of the 

term. Students taking the 

GCSE will be issued with a 

revision guide and booklet to 

help them to consolidate their 

knowledge over the summer. 

 

 
 



 

 


