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Day  Date   General Information 

Thu  17-Dec  LAST DAY OF TERM -  Normal finish time 

Mon  04-Jan  School re-opens for all students 

  15 to 19 Feb HALF TERM              

Fri  26-Apr  EARLY CLOSURE Easter Holiday 

  

 



 

 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

I write to you at the end of what for us all, has been an incredibly strange and challenging 2020. I know that get-

ting back to a time when we are all able to go about our business in a near normal manner, cannot come quickly 

enough.  

School staff and students are more tired than normal for this time of year. All of us are frustrated by having to do 

things so differently, to cope with ‘bubbles’ and almost daily changes to national guidance, which cause confusion 

to all. However, the students have on the whole been amazing in the way they have adapted to the new routines 

and they have buckled down to catching up on the work that was lost during the long lockdown in March.  

In January will send out information on how we will conduct virtual parent evenings for all year groups, so that 

you will have an opportunity to talk to all of your child’s teachers via a video or phone appointment.  

Despite interruptions to the learning of some through enforced absences, the school’s attendance has been high-

er than the national average for most of this first term, this is a key marker in demonstrating students’ eagerness 

to be back in school.  

National guidance has stopped us from doing many of the events and trips that we would ordinarily like to have 

run, but that has not stopped us provisionally booking dates for trips that may take place later in the school year 

should the restrictions loosen a little. We have already been trying to get back a little more normality by having 

some practical dance and drama lessons and having practical music lessons back on the timetable.  

Despite all of the issues that have had to be dealt with this year, we have continued to plan not just for the      

remainder of this year, but also start planning for the years that follow. We are working hard to add additional op-

tion choices in for the current year 9 students and at adding additional subjects for students in all years.  

I was delighted to be involved in the interviews for Head Boy & Head Girl and was incredibly impressed with the 

quality of the presentations given by the students involved. Many discussed the ways that they have developed 

during their time at the school mentioned members of staff who have had an impact on some of that develop-

ment.  I am confident that the students selected will be able representatives for King Harold Academy and its 

community. A full list of Prefects and Student Leaders appears elsewhere in the newsletter.  

We now also have a fully functioning Student Council with representatives from each for in years 7 to 10. This 

group of students will meet regularly with senior staff to discuss areas of improvement that the school can be in-

volved in. They will soon see that ideas they have suggested will not only be discussed, but in many cases, they 

will be fully put in place. It is important that students can see the impact that they are having and that they are 

able to leave a legacy behind them when they eventually move on.  

I continue to be impressed with the creativity and attitudes of students and the efforts being put in by the school ’s 

staff to ensure their learning and wellbeing are looked after. There may be frustrations with the way things are at 

the moment, but restrictions won’t be around for ever and hopefully we can within a few months look back on 

these days as a distant memory.  

Please accept my sincere thanks for the support you have provided to the school’s staff and students this year, it 

has been much appreciated.  

Best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a happy New Year! 

Mr Steven Fisher 

Executive Headteacher 

 



 

 

 

Congratulations to our newly appointed  

Student Leadership Team 2020-21!!!!!!!! 

 

                                                                  

      

    

Head Boy  

- Charlie Pegrum 

Head Girl  

- Mollie-Anne Adams 

Deputy Head Boy  

- Tomor Troshupa  

Deputy Head Girl 

- Stevie Bearne  

Tomor Troshupa in Year 11, is King Harold             
Academy's Youth Counsellor on Epping Forest 
Youth Council. Tomor is standing with the 8ft  
banner Epping Forest Youth Council 
have produced and loaned to us for our students 
to see all the Youth Projects in The Epping Forest 
area. 



 

 

It is with great pleasure to announce this year's Student Voice Team, students are wearing 
their badges with pride.  Congratulations to all of you. 
 
The Student Voice’s choice of local charity for our Christmas Jumper and non-uniform day is 
Edie’s Fight.   Edie is a young 7 year old from Waltham Abbey who in November 2019 was 
diagnosed with a rare and aggressive brain tumour and Edie needs pioneering treatment not 
available in the UK.  Half the proceeds from the non-uniform and Christmas jumper day will 
be donated to the charity Edie's Fight and will support Edie with her very brave fight with can-
cer.   We send our best wishes to Edie and her family. 
 
In the Yew Year, the Student Voice Team will be looking at the responses received 
from the student canteen questionnaire which is available to complete on google classroom.  
They will then have a meeting with the Senior Leadership Team to discuss their findings. 

Form Student Voice Representative 

  
Student Voice Representative 

7 Dickens Jasmin Argent Gulsenem Tasbilek 

7 Ennis Hollie Newland-Harvey Steve Riches 

7 Rowling Ruby Sharman Meddi Shurbi 

7 Pankhurst Alev Senyurt J’Ssiah Massia 

7 Hawking Reka Hrenko Lacey Knowles 

7 Churchill Scarlett Hinkley Daniel Roskosu 

      

8 Dickens Jerome Dixon Lillie-Jae Higgins 

8 Rowling Abi Cole Oscar Hillyard 

8 Pankhurst Sarah Chu-Foon Bailey Wilson 

8 Hawking Paige Colgate Lucy Hones 

8 Churchill Olivia Gieron Michael Mannix 

      

9 Dickens Kiera Galloway Mulkum Kisitsu 

9 Rowling Alessia Muho Josh Johnson 

9 Pankhurst Ellie Edwards Jack Brown 

9 Hawking Sian Williams Regan Russell 

9 Churchill Obinna Njemanze Olivia Mason 

      

10 Dickens Segal Mohamed Cody Corrigan 

10 Hawking Ruby Gambrill Tudor Smau 

10 Pankhurst Helin Bilecan Dylan Fitzimons 

10 Churchill Scarlett Thompson Abbie Johnson 

10 Rowling Liam Powell Emilya Yusri 



 

 

 

Careers  

 

To help prepare our Year 11 students for their post 16 choices, they have been attending one to 
one career interviews. 

 

In the new year we will be launching a Virtual Careers Fest in collaboration with our local schools 
and FE college.  Year 9, 10 & 11 students and parents will be invited to attend 

 On Thursday 28
th
 January 2021  

 

There will be careers talks and information from employers, careers advisers, apprenticeship pro-
viders, local sixth forms, colleges, universities and institutions 

 

A link will be sent via the google classroom to students to take part in this exciting event  

 

For further information contact Mrs J. Hammond, Careers Lead 

Jaci.hammond@kha-tkat.org 
 
 

mailto:Jaci.hammond@kha-tkat.org


 

 

 
MAKE HAPPEN EVENTS 

GIRLS INTO PHYSICS  

WITH THE ROYAL HOLLOWAY UNIVERSITY LONDON 

  

During the October Half term, Amber Fox-Reid in Year 11 attended an on-line Physics course   
for girls with The Smallpeice Trust. 

 

How close are we to finding dark matter? What happens in temperatures that approach abso-
lute zero? How can we know so much about stars so far away? From particle physics and ac-
celerators to condensed matter and astronomy, during this event Amber explored the world 
around her in an interactive, engaging and creative way. 

 

Amber gained an insight into the world class research taking place in Royal Holloway.  All of 
this was possible with a kit of materials sent to Amber, that she was able to use to take part in 
live experiments and practical tasks, which she thoroughly enjoyed. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
MAKE HAPPEN EVENTS 

ASPIRE WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF ESSEX 

 

We currently have 12 students that are on The Aspire Programme with the University of Essex.  
The Aspire Programme aims to help our students throughout this academic year discover their 
options beyond GCSE study, develop their academic study skills and       improve their life skills.  

So far students have chosen a mentor from the University to support their self -development,  
they have completed the Aspire Debate challenge and all have chosen the first of many on-line 
courses they would like to do with world-class universities. 

We have been really impressed with these students and how they have applied themselves in 
being organised and engaged with The Aspire Programme, all of which is being completed in 
their own time.   

The Aspire Team,  at The University of Essex would like to give special recognition to Mari Stew-
art in Year 11 for his participation in the Aspire Debate Challenge… 

Mari, excellent work on the Aspire Debate Challenge!  The Debate Mentors and Sarah were real-
ly impressed with how well you did, your contribution was highly commendable, well done.   

 

Mari Stewart writes… 

My experience of being a part of the Aspire Programme is proving to be extremely beneficial.  

The Aspire Programme covers all costs making the course 100% free.  I have taken part in the 
Aspire Debate Challenge and chosen a course on ”Social impact in business", I am a business 
studies GCSE student and this course caught my attention right away, once I have completed it I 
will receive a certificate. Additionally being part of The Aspire Programme, we get access to men-
toring. Mentoring for me so far has been extremely resourceful and interesting, as I am someone 
who wants to go to university. I'm mentored by a previous university student and a professional in 
the IT and Engineering sector. Talking to my mentor about the future steps I wish to take is so 
useful as they were someone who actually experienced my future in a way.  For any student that 
is interested in extra activities with a university.... Aspire is where you need to be. 

 



 

 

 
MAKE HAPPEN EVENTS 

MOTIVATION WITH MR BEEZY  

Make Happen sponsored four of our students to complete a six 
week mentoring programme with the master of motivation, Mr  
Beezy!    

These live on-line sessions were designed to highly motivate them, 
plus help them to map out a plan to achieve the success they want. 

Having completed the course, this is what Callum Brooks in year 9 
had to say… 

Mr Beezy’s mentoring sessions were definitely fun and engaging.  I 
really enjoyed the life stories that Mr Beezy told and I was able to 
relate to them.  I feel I have gained confidence and the tools I need 
to map out a plan to achieve the success I want for my future. 

THE BRILLIANT CLUB – SCHOLARS PROGRAMME 

For our high achieving year 9 students who come  
under the umbrella of Make Happen, we have se-
cured 13 spaces on The Scholars Programme with 
The Brilliant Club.  

In the New Year, these students will be tutored one 
hour a week by Robert Law a PhD researcher of Po-
lar Studies from The University of Cambridge.   This 
8 week course is designed to give our students the 
experience of university-style learning. It will help 
them develop the skills, knowledge and confidence 
needed to excel in the next phase of their education.  
Pupils work towards completing a challenging final 
assignment on this STEM topic “The Ice is Melting”, 
which is marked and moderated using university 
grades.      

Looking forward, we are really hoping to be able to take our students to attend their graduation 
ceremony at a leading university in the Summer term. 

 

 

The Ice is Melting! 

http://web.makehappen.org/makehappenorg-alpvo/pages/0j1hpc1eeqofqanooczmq.html?PageId=1c7f3dd235f7ea11a815000d3a871931


 

 

MAKE HAPPEN  

What are my Options post 16? 

 

This webinar was live streamed to all of year 9, 10 and 11 in November.  

The Make Happen team talked through the different options available after year 11 including 
BTEC’s, A Levels and Apprenticeships. Our students were able explore the difference be-
tween College and Sixth Form and how to make a successful application when applying for 
sixth form, college and apprenticeships. 

Year 11 students, keen to know, more took up the opportunity of two further webinars.  Firstly, 
University Life where students were introduced to the benefits of higher education. They 
learned about the different aspects of student life and explored the differences between 
school, college and university. Students also gained an insight into different types of courses 
available to study at university. 

The second session for year 11 looked at Student Finance.     This session helped to dispel 
some of the myths around the cost of study at university and introduced them to the student 
loan system. Students participated in an interactive game where they had to budget like a uni-
versity student and prioritise their money as a university student would.  

If you would like to know more Make Happen has a page specifically for parents  

https://www.makehappen.org/parents-and-carers/ 

King Harold Academy working in Partnership with Make Happen to inspire young people in 
years 7 to 11 to raise their aspirations and promote interest in higher education (HE) as a route 
to achieving their ambitions. 

  

Make Happen is part of the Uni Connect programme funded by the Office for Students (OfS). 
The main focus of Uni Connect is to provide targeted higher education outreach to young people 
in years 9 to 13 living in particular geographic areas. 

  

Make Happen are hosting lots of exciting webinars to support students in Essex. Click on this 
link for the latest free events  

  

https://www.makehappen.org/events/ 

 

https://www.makehappen.org/parents-and-carers/
https://www.makehappen.org/events/


 

 

GOOGLE CLASSROOM 

Want to know how to help your child access google classroom? Firstly, your child needs to 
log into their school email account, then on the top right hand side of the computer screen 
you will see 9 little dots. 

                              
Next your child needs to click on the 9 dots, then click on the green icon. From there they 
will be able to see the classrooms they have been assigned to. 
 

Google classroom is the place your child can find opportunities available to them.  If they 
see something they would like to take part in, they need to be pro-active in applying and 
securing their place.  We often have lots of opportunities for everyone which are free 
through various organisations.  
 

* Some courses are specifically for students that come under the umbrella of Make Hap-
pen Essex and these will be emailed to directly individuals. 
 

Currently on the year 9 notice board is an opportunity for year 9 students to take part in a 
Humanitarian Engineering course with the RAF in the Easter holidays, if your child is inter-
ested please encourage them to apply through the Smallpeice Trust and secure their 
space. 
 

On the Year 8 notice board is an opportunity for year 8 girls to take part in a Cyberfirst 
Competition at the end of January with the National Cyber Security Centre.  The NCSC 
are working hard to get more girls interested in a career in cyber security. The CyberFirst 
Girls Competition provides a fun but challenging environment to inspire the next general of 
young women to consider a career in cyber security. If they would like to register their in-
terest they can complete a form on google classroom.  We will let students know if they 
have been selected on to a team in the New Year (spaces are limited).   
 

King Harold Academy’s 2020 Forced Perspective Photography Competition is now open! 
Why not try and capture the sun, the moon, a cloud, or even a tree whilst being creative.  
Your child can find full details on how to enter this exciting competition on their google 
classroom notice board.  The three winning photographers from each year group, will have 
their photograph printed onto a T-shirt to take home in the New Year. 

 

 



 

 

The Jack Petchey Foundation was set up by Sir Jack Petchey to inspire and motivate young people across London and Essex 
to do their best and reach their full potential. 

 
Achievement Awards are designed to recognise a wide range of achievements. It is not just about being clever, or gifted, but about 

putting the effort in and doing your best. The success of the award scheme arises from empowering young people to nominate their 

peers and select the Achievement Award winner. The award winner also chooses how their award money is spent. 

It is with great pleasure to share with you the winners of Academic Year 2020  

January 2020 – Tegan Lawrence Year 11 

Category:  Volunteering 

Student Voice awarded Tegan a Jack Petchey Award in recognition of coaching young players each week at her local netball club 

and also for volunteering at her local Brownie pack as a Young Leader. 

Tegan has very generously gifted her £250 grant to PALS to provide 

a pottery painting activity for our SEND students. 

 

February 2020 – Jasmine Gallo – Year 10 

Category:   Endeavour, Resilience and Leadership 

The students on the Outward Bound Trip to Snowdonia voted for Jasmine to win a Jack Petchey Award for motivating and supporting 

those around her as they hiked up a steep mountain. Jasmine was always laughing, stayed positive, talked to everyone and kept 

everyone happy. 

Jasmine would like her £250 grant spent on specialist equipment in the PE department. 

 

March 2020 – Tomor Troshupa – Year 10 

Category:  Endeavour, Resilience and Leadership 

The students on the Outward Bound Trip to Snowdonia voted for Tomor to win a Jack Petchey Award for being resilient and helping 

others through tough situations. Tomor demonstrated resilience and determination, he always tried his best at everything and didn’t 

give up. 

Tomor has used his £250 grant for a TV which will stream notices to keep students up to date with events and latest KHA news. 

 
April 2020 – India Woods – Year 10 

Category:  Determination, Resilience and Bravery 

India was awarded a Jack Petchey Award for determination, resilience and bravery whilst completing a Firebreak course with the Fire 

Brigade 

India faced her fears, when tasked with putting on breathing apparatus and working in a confined space in the dark. 

Through hard word and determination India gained her AQA award for Community Fighting Skills. 

India has used her £250 grant for a TV which will stream notices to keep students up to date with events and latest KHA news. 

 

May 2020 – Tomas Gray – Year 9 

Category:  Volunteering 

Tomas was awarded a Jack Petchey Award for his extensive fundraising during lockdown for his local community, which raised much 

needed funds. 

Tomas has allocated his £250 grant for a drumming workshop and a rap workshop 

for GCSE music students. 

 

June 2020 – Sarah Chu-Foon – Year 7 

Category:  Young Carer 

Student Voice awarded a Jack Petchey Award to Sarah for being a young carer to a family member who is profoundly deaf.   Sarah 

provides care by translating what is being said in writing, and signing. 

Particularly in lockdown Sarah has shone bright as young carer and she is an inspiration to others. 

Sarah has asked for a pottery workshop with her £250 grant. 

. 

Nominations for Jack Petchey Awards will restart again in January 2021 

 



 

 

KHA MUSIC 

Support for families looking to buy musical instruments 

 

Funded by the Arts Council England, you can now claim for an interest-free loan to purchase a musical instrument 
for your child. Please go to the website below to find out details on the scheme which is designed to help young  
people afford musical instruments. Mrs Russell 

https://takeitaway.org.uk/how-take-it-away-works/ 

MUSIC IS BACK! 

On Thursday last week, our GCSE Music students were able to safely return to the Music Department for the first 
time since April! It was a really happy occasion and the students were over the moon to see our newly updated ICT 
suite which they'll use to compose music over the coming weeks and months. Now containing 22 PCs with online 
recording software and specialist MIDI keyboards, our Music ICT suite, was expanded over the summer with             
purpose-built shelving by the site team. Many thanks to all the staff who have worked behind the scenes to create 
this incredible space so our students can be musicians again. With this, alongside our recording studio, sound-proof 
drum room and whole class keyboard suite, it's no wonder we have the biggest Music GCSE uptake KHA has ever 
seen. Keep an eye on the 'Challenge, Support, Inspire: KHArts' section of our website to hear the fantastic music 
being created by our talented students. If anything can clear those Covid-19 blues, it's the sound of young people 
making music again. Watch out for news of year 9 returning soon as well!  

Year 7 Junk Orchestra Project  

This term Year 7 have been learning about rhythms and instruments and were set a challenge for homework to   
design and make their own instruments from junk. These instruments will be played in a class performance piece, 
which each class are composing themselves. This will then be recorded as their entry for the Year 7 Junk           
Orchestra Competition, which will be judged by other members of staff. The judges will be looking for the best  
instruments, best conductor and best teamwork as well as awarding the coveted title of ‘Best Orchestra 2021’.’ 

We have been amazed at how much effort so many students have put into creating their junk instruments. A           
special shout out to 7 Rowling and 7 Churchill in particular for their outstanding instruments!     

https://takeitaway.org.uk/how-take-it-away-works/


 

 

KHA MUSIC 

The Locke Sessions 
 
Mrs Russell has challenged one of our brightest stars in music, Ryan Locke (year 11), to record a new musical      
performance every two weeks using our school music recording studio. This is similar to what many professional       
musicians have been doing through lockdown and the intention is for Ryan to also collaborate with other musicians 
where possible. 
 
Click on the link below to hear Ryan’s first two tracks which have been made entirely by him (all backing vocals, lead 
vocals, piano, guitar, drums and other  instruments you can hear were performed by him). Go to the ‘Covid’  section 
of our website to hear something he produced back in June, with fellow year 9 student Joni Williams while school 
was closed. 
 
https://www.kha-tkat.org/kha-arts/ 

 
 
 
 

https://www.kha-tkat.org/kha-arts/
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FREE FOOD FOR YOU! 
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