
 
 
 
 

 
15th July 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 
I would like to thank you for your hard work and continued effort to support our school community over what has 
been a very difficult year. I am sure we will continue to face challenges in the new academic year, but I know we 
will face them confidently and embrace every new opportunity by working together. There are lots of exciting 
things happening in the new academic year as King Harold Academy grows and develops. 
 
End of the Summer Term 

 
Our last day of term is Friday 16th July and pupils will be dismissed at 12.30pm. I hope you and your family have a 
restful summer break and return rejuvenated in September. For those of you in Year 6 who are attending our 
Summer School, we look forward to seeing you in the final week of August. 

 
Start of the Autumn Term - September 2021 

 
All of our staff will be back in school on Wednesday 1st September and Thursday 2nd September busily preparing 
for our pupils’ return. The first day of school for new Year 7 pupils will be Friday 3rd September. All year groups 
will be back in from Monday 6th September.  Pupils will need to arrive at school each day at 8.20am for an 
8.25am start to period 1. They will be dismissed at 3.15pm. 

 
Standards and Expectations - 21/22 Academic Year 

 
We are really looking forward to driving improvements in learning and achievement, pupil behaviour and 
standards in everything we do over the next academic year. We have the highest of expectations for your children 
and will ensure they are supported to fulfil their potential. Your role in this as parents/carers is vital. Please 
continue to support us in this endeavour by ensuring your child: 

 
• Arrives on time to school 
• Is wearing full/correct uniform 
• Is equipped and ready for the day 
• Has completed any homework/preparatory work 

 
We know that starting the day right is the first step to a successful education, so we appreciate your role in 
making this happen. Please don’t hesitate to contact the school if you have any questions about this or need any 
additional support. In order to ensure we have fair and consistent standards for all students, and set the best 
possible conditions for learning and achievement, we will be upholding uniform, equipment, punctuality and 
behaviour standards very firmly from September, and ask for your continued support in doing so.  

 
Timings and structure of the day 

 
We are making some necessary adjustments to the structure of our school day in order to provide our pupils with 
the best possible quality of education.  The new structure is designed to be more user friendly for teachers and 
students alike. By putting short breaks and transitions between all lessons, pupils will be able to get to the toilet 
or get a drink more often, as well as allowing them more opportunity to get to the canteen. This will also take 
away any congestion in the corridor as students have more time to get to their next lesson, allowing for calmer 
and safer lesson transitions, and more purposeful starts to lessons. Students will have more opportunities to ask 
the teacher a question or be held back temporarily without the next lesson being impacted. In general, it should 
mean each lesson is an hour of dedicated learning, with no excuse for disruption. 
 



 

A longer period 1 (Tutor Time) also provides the time pupils need to learn a much more rigorous pastoral and 
PSHE curriculum - a piece of work we’re really excited about delivering! The full intended timings of the day will 
be put on the school’s website so you as parents can have a look and ask any questions that you might have.  

 
New Facilities 

 
September will see the reopening of our C Block. The design and technology classrooms will be back in use for the 
first time in some years and it will be equipped with some new additions, such as a brand-new laser cutter and 3D 
Printers. This has been much overdue for the school and was much needed by our students. 

 
New Staff and Expertise 

We have some fabulous staff with a wealth of experience and expertise joining us in September. We are really 
looking forward to welcoming them into our growing school community and utilising some new areas of expertise 
for the students. There are many additions, including an Assistant Headteacher to oversee SEND and Inclusion, a 
teacher of ICT/computing, a Music teacher with music production expertise, Geography teachers, teachers of our 
core subjects, and reading mentors who will support our school-wide literacy strategy. We have also made some 
internal appointments for existing staff to develop other aspects of our school, including our inclusion 
department, teacher training, student mentoring and pastoral/behaviour systems.  

 
Staff Farewells 
As always at the end of a school year, we say farewell to one or two people who are leaving. This year it is 
particularly sad that we are saying goodbye to Mrs Kennedy who has worked at the school for 23 years and to 
Mrs Sideras who has worked here for 25 years. Both are leaving to enjoy time away from education and both will 
be greatly missed. Ms Heather and Ms Perry have taken exciting promotions in other schools, Ms Reece will be 
taking up a role in another school within our Trust, Ms Banks is moving away from the area, and Ms Russell, Ms 
Westlake and Mr Darragh are off to pastures new to pursue other experiences and opportunities. All members of 
the team will be missed and we wish them all the best for the future.  

 
Parental Opportunities 

Next academic year we are looking to develop our parent and community engagement in KHA. We’ve faced lots 
of physical restrictions this year that have hindered our ability to run events, and seek your support and 
contributions. However, from September (COVID-restriction-pending!), we will have more freedom to get you 
involved in what we’re doing at KHA. More information will follow in due course. We are a proud community 
school and want to draw on the strengths and ambitions of everyone in it.  

 
I hope you all have a fantastic summer and I look forward to seeing you all in the new academic year. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

 
Mr Jones 

Head of School  
 
 

 
 


